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August 8 (Fri) - November 30 (Sun), 2025 Venue: Joei-ji Sesshiitei (2001-1 Miyanoshita, Yamaguchi City)

Open Hours: 10:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Closed: Tuesdays, August 11 (Mon, National Holiday), November 2 (Sun), and November 3 (Mon, National Holiday)
Admission: Free *Note: Entrance fee to Joei-ji is required separately. / Joei-ji Entrance Fees: Adults ¥500, Students ¥300, Children (Elementary School and under) Free
Organized by Yamaguchi City, Yamaguchi City Foundation for Cultural Promotion = Supported by Yamaguchi City Board of Education

Supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan, Fiscal Year 2025 In cooperation with KAB Inc., dumb type office

Co-developed by YCAM InterLab  Planned and produced by Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media [YCAM]
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The Symphony Performed by the Forest

In the aftermath of the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, musician Ryuichi Sakamoto conceived an art project aimed

at shifting awareness toward forests—the very environments that sustain human life. The project involved composing music based

on the subtle bioelectric signals emitted by trees. YCAM (Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media) joined the initiative,

developing it into an installation and web-based content known as Forest Symphony.

Using a custom device developed by YCAM InterLab, environmental data—including signals from trees and

their surrounding conditions—was collected from forests around the world over the course of a year. Under the direction of Sakamoto,
these data were transformed into ever-changing soundscapes that resonate throughout the exhibition space.

Set against the backdrop of Joei-ji Sesshitei, a site connected to the legacy of artist Sesshd,

visitors can enjoy a contemplative experience—listening as though tuning in to the quiet, ever-shifting breath of the forest.
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Ryuichi Sakamoto was a composer, producer, and artist born in Tokyo. His diverse résumé
includes pioneering electronic works in the legendary techno group Yellow Magic Orchestra,
producing pop albums and numerous classical compositions, two operas, and nearly 45
original film and TV scores for directors such as Bernardo Bertolucci, Pedro AlImoddvar, Brian
De Palma, and Alejandro Gonzélez Ifiarritu. His film soundtracks have won prestigious
awards, including an Academy Award, two Golden Globes, and many others. Sakamoto made
considerable contributions to the art world through both solo and collaborative installations
and multi-piece exhibitions presented in galleries and museums across the globe. On January
17th, 2023, his 71st birthday, Sakamoto released 12, his 15th solo aloum. The new album is a
collection of twelve songs selected from musical sketches he recorded like a sound diary
during his two-and-a-half-year battle with cancer. In the years leading up to his death,
Sakamoto was unable to perform live, but in late 2022, he mustered all of his energy to leave
the world with one final performance: Ryuichi Sakamoto | Opus. The most comprehensive
survey of his artworks was exhibited at the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo from
December 2024 to March 2025. It became the most visited exhibition in the museum'’s
30-year history. Ryuichi Sakamoto passed away in March 2023 at the age of 71.
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YCAM InterLab is the research and development team based within the Yamaguchi Center for
Arts and Media [YCAM]. Comprising around 20 in-house staff members—including curators,

educators, engineers, and designers with diverse skill sets—InterLab leads a wide range of
YCAM projects.
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Discovering
New Landscapes of Yamaguchi
Through Artworks

Yamaguchi Seasonal is an exhibition series

presented by the Yamaguchi Center for Arts and

Media [YCAM], featuring installation works \\ ﬁ-’:ﬁé% ) /
previously produced and showcased by the center. \ H-IEI'%E;%W‘/?—[VCA%
These installations have been exhibited in various MEETIOH
locations throughout Yamaguchi City, including its \\// ///‘/ /
historic sites and central urban areas. \ = \

By experiencing sensory-rich installation works in
the ever-changing seasonal landscapes and daily
scenes of Yamaguchi, the series aims to explore the
interaction between environment and artwork—
revealing and creating a unique sense of place
rooted in the local context.
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