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Ho Tzu Nyen untangles public history by accumulating
images and texts of historical figures and anecdotes,
thereby exposing complexities with embedded myths and
contradictions. Ho has previously presented wide-ranging
works of art including videos, installations and theatrical
performances. This exhibition presents a new piece of
moving image installation empowered by VR, featuring the
“Kyoto School” philosophers, who exercised a significant
influence upon the ideological world in Japan during the
1930s to 1940s.

The Kyoto School was formed by philosophers,
principally Kitaro Nishida (1870-1945) and Hajime Tanabe
(1885-1962), who aspired to overcome Western philosophy
by drawing from Eastern concepts, such as “void (mu [#£]).”
The so-called Four Heavenly Kings (Shitennou) of Kyoto
School, Keiji Nishitani (1900-1990), Masaaki Kosaka (1900-
1969), Iwao Koyama (1905-1993) and Shigetaka Suzuki (1907-
1988) held a roundtable discussion titled “The Standpoint of
World History and Japan” at the end of November 1941,
right before the attack on Pearl Harbor. This exhibition
approaches the roundtable discussion and other texts
produced by the circle around the “Kyoto School” during
the 19305-1940s, using VR and animation to uncover the
complex background behind them.

Ho Tzu Nyen has in his previous works, often addressed
Southeast Asian histories. In recent years, he has engaged
with Japanese intellectual and political histories during
WWII, which has in turn, deeply influenced the formation
of “Southeast Asia.” YCAM, on the other hand, has
employed technologies such as VR to explore new forms
of artistic expressions. In their collaboration, an attempt
is made using VR to re-enact history through projective

identification with the characters.

A new project by Ho Tzu Nyen, an acclaimed artist from Singapore
World premiere in collaboration with YCAM

A moving image installation cmpowcrcd by VR on “Kyoto School”
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All programs are subject to change. For the latest information, please check
our website. This exhibition includes VR works. For viewing VR works,

the target age is 13 years old and over. Other video works can be viewed

without age restrictions.
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